
Physical Sciences Notes w/ McKenney  2007-2008 

Chapter 13-1: Energy 

• Energy  

The ability to do work, to cause change 

• Energy can be transferred 

Everything has energy, we just only notice it when it is transferred 

• Energy of Motion – Kinetic Energy  

Energy an object has due to its motion  

• Kinetic Energy and Speed 

Higher speed = higher kinetic energy  

• Kinetic Energy and Mass 

Higher mass = higher kinetic energy  

• Energy of Position – Potential Energy  

Energy stored in an object because of its position 

If you are higher up, you have more potential to fall  

• Forms of Energy 

Energy can take on many different forms – Rube Goldberg Machine 

• Thermal Energy 

Increases with temperature increases 

Your body creates this energy all the time 

• Chemical Energy  

Energy stored in chemical bonds 

Think: sugar  

• Light Energy – radiant energy  

Energy that is carried in light  

• Electrical Energy  

Energy that is carried by an electric current  

• Nuclear Energy  

Energy in the nucleus of an atom 

 

Homework: Chapter 13-1 (p378) # 1-5 


