
Physical Sciences Notes w/ McKenney  2007-2008 

Chapter 10-3: Momentum 

Ask if someone has roller skates they can bring in?  

• Mass 

The amount of matter in an object 

• Intertia 

Tendency of an object to resist changes to its motion 

• Momentum 

A measure of how hard it is to stop a moving object 

• Calculating Momentum 

p = mv 

Since v has direction, p also has direction  

Do some sample problems, emphasize units  

• Conservation of Momentum 

The total momentum of a system is the same before and after a collision 

Example: billiards balls hitting, maybe collide some students?   

• Sticking Together 

Example of the backpack and the girl on skates 

• Colliding, Bouncing 

Example of two students  

• Using Conservation of Momentum to solve problems 

Do an example with two students colliding, but DO THE TOTAL SEPARATELY to 

make the math a little easier to see  

 

 

Homework: Chapter 10-3 (p298) # 1 - 6 


